
RIVERSIDE COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
STAN SNIFF, SHERIFF 

 
TO:  All Personnel  DATE: January 2, 2018 
  
FROM: Stan Sniff, Sheriff Department Directive #18-001 
 
RE: Cooperation – Federal Immigration Enforcement Authorities 
 
 
PURPOSE 
 
Senate Bill 54 – Law Enforcement: Sharing Data requires law enforcement agencies within 
California to limit cooperation with our federal partners in their duties involving immigration 
related enforcement. California Government Code 7284 is cited as the “California Values Act.” 
 
PROCEDURE 
 
The Department position remains the same and we do not enforce immigration laws or use 
Department resources for immigration enforcement. As such, the new mandates do not 
significantly impact daily operations. Department members shall comply with the following: 
 

1. Corrections Operations 
a. Follow all immigration related correctional policies and procedures. 

 
2. Coroner Operations 

a. Follow all coroner policies and procedures. 
 

3. Court Operations 
a. Department members shall only assist federal immigration authorities in 

emergency situations. 
b. Immediately notify supervisors if immigration enforcement activities are on or near 

court property. 
c. Supervisors and managers will immediately notify the Chain of Command and PIO. 

 
4. Patrol Operations 

a. In emergency situations, Department members may assist federal immigration 
authorities who are actively engaged in immigration enforcement related activities.  

i. Foot or vehicle pursuits without any further exigent circumstance(s), does 
not constitute an emergency.  

ii. If emergency assistance is rendered, Watch Commanders shall notify the 
Chain of Command, PIO, and document the incident in the daily SAL. 

b. May arrest or detain for release to immigration authorities a person who has an 
active federal “Judicial Warrant” or federal court determination of “Judicial 
Probable Cause.”  

i. Civil Immigration warrants are not to be enforced. 
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c. Immigration enforcement authorities may be contacted if during any investigation, 

enforcement, arrest, or detention of a person(s) during an unrelated law 
enforcement activity, and that person(s) may be subject to federal criminal 
enhancements such as:  

i. Title 8 USC Section 1326(a) – Reentry 
ii. Title 8 USC Section 1326(b)(2) – Reentry Aggravated Felony Convictions 

 
d. Can give access to immigration authorities to interview an individual in custody, 

however the access must first comply with the “Truth Act.” 
i. Written notification to the individual in custody. 

ii. Written consent from the individual in custody. 
iii. Commencing January 1, 2018, requires the local governing body in which 

the Department has provided ICE access to an individual during the last 
year, to hold at least one public community forum during the following year, 
and provide information to the public about ICE’s access to individuals and 
to receive and consider public comment. Community forum” includes, but 
is not limited to, any regular meeting of the local governing body that is 
open to the public, where the public may provide comment, is in an 
accessible location, and is noticed at least 30 days in advance. 

e. No use of immigration authorities as interpreters for individuals in custody. 
f. School Resource Officer’s shall follow the same responsibilities outlined under 

Court Operations. 
g. Joint task force commanders shall create or have a Standard Operating Procedure 

covering at least the following: 
i. The purpose of the task force. 

ii. The federal, state, and local law enforcement agencies involved. 
iii. Tracking and reporting to DOJ by March 1, 2019, the total number of people 

arrested for immigration enforcement purposes. 
 

5. Support Services 
a. Absent emergency conditions, Dispatch will forward all requests for immigration 

enforcement related assistance to the designated area Watch Commander. 
b. Records and clerical personnel shall immediately notify a supervisor or manager 

for any requests from immigration enforcement authorities. 
i. This does not prohibit the department from responding to a request from 

immigration authorities for information about a specific person’s criminal 
history, including previous criminal arrests, convictions, or similar criminal 
history information accessed through the California Law Enforcement 
Telecommunications System (CLETS), where otherwise permitted by state 
law. 

ii. Does not prohibit or restrict any government entity or official from sending 
to, or receiving from, federal immigration authorities, information 
regarding the citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of an 
individual, or from requesting from federal immigration authorities 
immigration status information, lawful or unlawful, of any individual, or 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2792&search_keywords=TRUTH+
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maintaining or exchanging that information with any other federal, state, or 
local government entity, pursuant to Sections 1373 and 1644 of Title 8 of 
the United States Code. 

 
The Department shall have the discretion to cooperate with immigration authorities only if doing 
so does not violate any federal, state, or local law, or local policy. California Government Code 
7282.5(a) lists specified offenses, convictions and conditions of cooperation associated with 
releases and transfers of individuals within our custody. 
 
SS:bv 




















